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children went to St. Petersburg. He remained with
Peter. When Peter was elected King, in 1903, he
brought Paul back with him to Serbia. He had private
tutors. During the war he went to Oxford and com-
pleted his education. He never had to serve in the
army. But he returned to Serbia and became Alexander's
only confidant within the royal family.

But King Peter was drawn nearer Prince George,
his elder son, whom he had disinherited. He had always
seemed more fond of George than of Alexander, even
at the time of the removal from the line of accession.
Prince George was often in attendance upon his father
during the campaign, especially in 1914, bringing
munition boxes for the old man to sit on, adjusting his
binoculars, furnishing him with rounds of ammunition
when the King wanted to fire. He was a tall and
handsome fellow. When the war was over he had
fewer medals than Alexander, but he looked a proper
figure of a man. Any father would have been proud
of him and it is likely that King Peter was a little sorry
for him, too. Prince George, moreover, had the merits
of the defects of his temperament. He might be ex-
travagant of phrase and action when in a rage, but he
was more sensitive and had sympathy, while Prince
Alexander had a dignified reserve and was always the
same; cool, easy and polite, a man with a smile but no
store of laughter or tears.

The Regent emerged from the war more a European
than a Serbian. His father reverted to type and was
sheerly Balkan. But Peter had no reason to regret
giving Alexander the conduct of affairs. He would
make the sort of monarch the new triune kingdom
required* If only he would find a Slav wife!

King Peter would have been content had his son
chosen to unite himself to a Serbian lady, but Alexander
thought that would give some family too much influence
in affairs. He was stubborn; he had developed a
long chin. Not even his father could argue with him